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HAWTHORN RESOURCES — PINJIN PASTORAL STATION 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.52 pm]: I would like to inform the chamber about the situation 
at Pinjin station. I spoke last year about Pinjin station, which is situated about 145 kilometres north-east of 
Kalgoorlie. I have told members about the situation out there and what is taking place on the station. At that time, 
we had problems with the service roads being destroyed and water tanks and water lines being destroyed, as were 
windmills, fences and stockyards. Since then, the situation at Pinjin station has reached a new level of racist and 
threatening behaviour. I got a note from Mr Leo Thomas and his brother, Laurence. They are under siege at the 
station. They can no longer take their womenfolk or their children or grandchildren out there for fear of injury and 
also racist taunts from the mining company Hawthorn Resources Ltd. 
I have asked for assistance since October last year. I have spoken to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum. I have 
sent him videos, photographs and all the correspondence between the two waging parties—that is, Tisala Pty Ltd 
and Hawthorn Resources. To this day, nothing has been done. I have also sent all the information to the 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and, again, there has been nothing in reply. This morning I sent Mr Quigley the 
latest photographs that I received a couple of days ago. These photographs—I will talk about them in a few 
minutes—are absolutely disgusting. I am also speaking to people at SBS and the ABC. This is how desperate we 
are to get some sort of leverage for this situation. I now have the backing of mine managers and mining executives. 
I have also spoken to a senior mining executive of an ASX-listed company. He has been shown the documentation 
concerning the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety’s approval of the mining proposal by 
Hawthorn Resources. With 32 years of experience, he said that there was no way the mining proposal for 
Hawthorn Resources should have been approved. He believes that the regulator has done something underhanded 
or is turning a blind eye. Over the years, a very good rapport has been built up with mining companies, 
Indigenous communities and pastoralists. This one rogue outfit has the potential to return the mining industry to 
the dark ages. 
Madam President, I would like to read out the note that was sent to me Mr Leo Thomas. He states — 

Robin 
My notes I would like you to mention in Parliament as part of a speech 
That 
As an aboriginal elder This is the worst type of racism I have experienced in my lifetime. 
It makes me feel sick for my whole family and all the Aboriginal people I know. 
Thanks to the Mines Department and my experience for the last 7 months being at the brunt of all this 
I no longer feel we live in a civilised society 
I would be far better going off and living in Afghanistan or Syria or even just committing suicide. 
Whilst some people may find that statement of living in Afghanistan/Syria amusing or just committing 
suicide its very true. The labor government should be ashamed of itself 
The Mines department has allowed Hawthorn Resources to continually and on a growing scale destroy 
for the last 7 months hundreds of thousands of dollars of equipment and infrastructure. 
Whilst these pictures are disgusting and sickening, what is even more sickening is the Mines department 
despite being given photographic evidence has allowed Hawthorn resources to breach tenement 
conditions relating to dust, surface water flow, uncapped drill holes and sample bags left on the ground 
affecting the wider environment. No other person or Mining company would ever be given the special 
benefit of breaching all these laws over such an extended period of time. 
As far as I am concerned the mines department is corrupt as they do not have morals of what is right and 
wrong to support a mining company doing massive destruction of infrastructure and equipment on 
Pinjin Station. The Mines department rather than look to doing everything possible to stop it or find a way 
to stopping all this, has pretty much done the reverse by making excuses which in many instances set 
double standards of how they enforce law at other mining operations. No wonder Hawthorn Resources 
does what it has done because the Department of Mines has supported its behaviour promoting and 
supporting a fundamental break down of law and order. 
I feel their needs to be a full parliamentary inquiry as to how the department of Mines originally approved 
this Mining Proposal by Hawthorn Resources so close to our Pinjin station and then the consequences 
which have followed because of a clear lack of regulation and enforcement which has only promoted 
a fundamental break down of law and order on a massive scale. This is a example which should never be 
repeated to any person let alone Aboriginal people whom the Mines department should have been 
protecting us. 
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Madam President, I would also like to read out the signs shown in some photographs. They are signs that have 
been pinned onto the fence line at Pinjin station. I will seek leave to table the photographs. On the first fence, the 
sign reads, “Black nigars holding up mine.” On another fence line, another sign reads, “Black nigars holding up 
mine.” In the next photograph, Leo Thomas is standing in front of a building with a sign on it that states, 
“We destroy black nigars.” There is a shed with another sign on it that reads, “White gin jockey + black nigars 
living here.” Another sign reads, “Black nigars holding up mine.” I have a picture here of a cow that has been run 
over on Hall Road, which was never reported and the pastoralists were never recompensed for it. I have another 
picture of another building with a sign stating, “We destroy black nigars.” This is a really nasty one: 
“Minister Johnston and DMIRS support us so eat our dust + put up with noise or piss off”. The worst one of all: 
“Leo and Lawrence will end the same as Elijah”, referring to Elijah Doughty. I seek leave to table these documents. 
Leave granted. [See paper 1489.] 
Hon ROBIN SCOTT: After three decades in the mining industry, being sent out to many stations from a mine 
site to assist the pastoralist and fix either his generator, the light in his toilet or even his washing machine, we have 
always been sent out there to help. Hawthorn Resources are slowly destroying what these Aboriginal people have 
built out at Pinjin station. This cannot go on any longer. Every time we have asked the minister, we have been 
told, “It’s in the Warden’s Court.” This has absolutely nothing to do with the Warden’s Court. We are asking the 
regulator to regulate. We want him to make sure that section 20(5) is applied. That is all we ask. 
This Labor government has had many embarrassing moments ever since its first budget, including the Schools of 
the Air, Moora Residential College, no new taxes and no rises in taxes. All these different things have happened. 
The bid for the gold tax was defeated. Darling Range is the latest embarrassment. If the government does not do 
something about this, it will overwhelm all these other things. This is the most important thing at the moment. 
I am losing sleep over this. I have spoken to these people. I have been out to the station and seen what they have 
to put up with every day. I expect something to be done about this soon. I will be relentless until something is 
done. Thank you, Madam President. 
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